Ayatollah Motahhari On Mahdism Shi Islam
Doctrinal 10

Ayatollah Motahhari was a prominent Iranian philosopher and theologian.
He was a leading figure in the Islamic revival movement in Iran and is
considered one of the most important intellectuals of the 20th century.

Motahhari wrote extensively on a wide range of topics, including Islamic
philosophy, theology, and ethics. His work has been translated into many
languages and has had a major impact on Muslim thought around the

world.
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One of Motahhari's most important works is his book on Mahdism.
Mahdism is a belief in the coming of a messianic figure who will establish
justice and peace on earth. Motahhari's book provides a comprehensive
overview of Mahdism in Shi'i Islam.
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In his book, Motahhari argues that Mahdism is an essential part of Shi'i
Islam. He traces the history of Mahdism in Shi'i thought and shows how it
has been a source of hope and inspiration for Shi'i Muslims throughout the

centuries.

Motahhari also discusses the different aspects of Mahdism, including the
nature of the Mahdi, the signs of his coming, and the role that he will play in
the world. He argues that the Mahdi is not a supernatural figure, but rather
a human being who will be guided by God.

Motahhari's book on Mahdism is a valuable resource for anyone who wants
to learn more about this important aspect of Shi'i Islam. It is a clear and
concise overview of the subject, and it provides a wealth of insights into the
thought of one of the most important Muslim intellectuals of the 20th
century.
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Mahdism is a belief in the coming of a messianic figure who will establish
justice and peace on earth. This belief is found in many religions, including
Islam. In Shi'i Islam, the Mahdi is believed to be the twelfth and final Imam,



who will return to earth to lead the faithful and establish a just and equitable
society.

The belief in the Mahdi is based on a number of hadiths, or sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad. In one hadith, the Prophet Muhammad said, "The
Mahdi will be of my family, and he will be a descendant of Fatima." In
another hadith, the Prophet Muhammad said, "The Mahdi will fill the earth
with justice and equity, just as it is now filled with injustice and tyranny."

The belief in the Mahdi has been a source of hope and inspiration for Shi'i
Muslims for centuries. It is a belief that provides hope for a better future,
and it is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope
for a better future.

The History of Mahdism in Shi'i Islam

The belief in the Mahdi first emerged in Shi'i Islam in the early days of the
religion. The Shi'is believed that the Prophet Muhammad's son-in-law, Al
ibn Abi Talib, was the rightful successor to the Prophet Muhammad.
However, Ali was assassinated in 661 CE, and the Umayyad dynasty took
over the caliphate.

The Shi'is refused to recognize the Umayyads as the rightful caliphs, and
they believed that Ali's son, Husayn ibn Ali, was the rightful Imam. However,
Husayn was killed in the Battle of Karbala in 680 CE, and the Umayyads
continued to rule.

The Shi'is believed that the Imam Husayn was not truly dead, but that he
had gone into occultation. They believed that he would return one day to



establish a just and equitable society. This belief in the return of the Imam
Husayn became known as Mahdism.

The belief in the Mahdi became increasingly popular among the Shi'is over
time. In the 9th century CE, the Twelver Shi'is emerged as the dominant
sect of Shi'ism. The Twelver Shi'is believe that there were twelve Imams,
and that the twelfth Imam, Muhammad al-Mahdi, is the Mahdi who will
return to establish a just and equitable society.

The belief in the Mahdi has been a source of hope and inspiration for Shi'i
Muslims for centuries. It is a belief that provides hope for a better future,
and it is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope
for a better future.

The Nature of the Mahdi

According to Shi'i Islam, the Mahdi is the twelfth and final Imam. He is a
descendant of the Prophet Muhammad through his daughter Fatimah and
her husband Ali ibn Abi Talib. The Mahdi is believed to be a sinless and
perfect human being who has been chosen by God to lead the faithful and
establish a just and equitable society.

The Mahdi is said to be in occultation, or hiding, at the present time. He will
return to earth when the time is right to establish his kingdom. The signs of
the Mahdi's coming are said to include widespread injustice and
oppression, the rise of false messiahs, and natural disasters.

The Mahdi is expected to rule for seven years. During this time, he will
establish a just and equitable society based on the laws of Islam. He will
also defeat the forces of evil and bring peace and harmony to the world.



The Signs of the Mahdi's Coming

The signs of the Mahdi's coming are said to include widespread injustice
and oppression, the rise of false messiahs, and natural disasters.

Widespread Injustice and Oppression

The world is said to be in a state of widespread injustice and oppression
when the Mahdi comes. This injustice and oppression will be so severe that
it will become unbearable for the people.

Rise of False Messiahs

There will be a rise of false messiahs in the time leading up to the Mahdi's
coming. These false messiahs will claim to be the Mahdi, but they will be
impostors.

Natural Disasters

There will be an increase in natural disasters in the time leading up to the
Mahdi's coming. These natural disasters will be a sign that the end of the
world is near.

The Role of the Mahdi in the World

The Mahdi is expected to play a major role in the world when he comes. He
will establish a just and equitable society based on the laws of Islam. He
will also defeat the forces of evil and bring peace and harmony to the world.

Establish a Just and Equitable Society



The Mahdi will establish a just and equitable society based on the laws of
Islam. He will eliminate poverty, hunger, and disease. He will also ensure
that everyone has access to education and healthcare.

Defeat the Forces of Evil

The Mahdi will defeat the forces of evil and bring peace and harmony to the
world. He will destroy the armies of the oppressors and establish a reign of
peace and justice.

Bring Peace and Harmony to the World

The Mahdi will bring peace and harmony to the world. He will end war and
conflict, and he will bring people together in unity and love.

The belief in the Mahdi is a source of hope and inspiration for Shi'i Muslims.
It is a belief that provides hope for a better future, and it is a reminder that
even in the darkest of times, there is always hope for a better future.

The Mahdi is expected to come at a time when the world is in a state of
widespread injustice and oppression. He will establish a just and equitable
society based on the laws of Islam.
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