
Sudden Sea: The Devastating Hurricane of
1938
A Harrowing True Story of Survival and Loss

In September 1938, a powerful hurricane roared ashore in southern New
England, unleashing a fury unlike anything the region had ever seen.
Known as the Great Hurricane of 1938, it left a trail of destruction that
would forever alter the landscape and the lives of those who lived through
it.
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The story of this catastrophic storm is captured in the gripping book
"Sudden Sea: The Great Hurricane of 1938" by Adam Rich. Through vivid
prose and meticulous research, Rich paints a vivid picture of the events
leading up to the hurricane, its devastating impact, and the aftermath that
tested the resilience of communities and individuals alike.
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A Perfect Storm

The Great Hurricane of 1938 was the result of a rare combination of
meteorological factors. A tropical depression formed off the coast of Africa
and strengthened into a hurricane as it traveled across the Atlantic Ocean.
It then collided with a cold front, which intensified its winds and caused it to
change direction towards New England.

As the hurricane approached the coast, it was deceptively slow-moving,
giving residents little time to evacuate. When it finally made landfall on
September 21, it brought with it winds超過180 miles per hour and a storm
surge that reached heights of up to 30 feet.

Devastation and Loss
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The impact of the hurricane was devastating. Coastal communities were
inundated by seawater, destroying homes, businesses, and infrastructure.
The hurricane's winds uprooted trees and power lines, leaving thousands
without electricity or communication.

In New England, the hurricane took a particularly heavy toll on Connecticut
and Rhode Island. The city of Providence, Rhode Island, was especially
hard-hit, with entire neighborhoods submerged by floodwaters. In
Connecticut, the hurricane destroyed the iconic Atlantic City boardwalk and
amusement park.

Long Island was also severely impacted by the hurricane. The storm surge
flooded parts of Nassau and Suffolk counties, and the high winds caused
widespread damage to buildings and infrastructure. In the town of
Patchogue, the hurricane destroyed the local hospital, leaving residents
without access to medical care.



Resilience in the Aftermath

Despite the devastation, the Great Hurricane of 1938 brought out the best
in many people. Neighbors helped neighbors, and communities came
together to support those who had lost everything. The federal government
also played a significant role in the recovery effort, providing aid and
assistance to the affected areas.

In the years that followed the hurricane, coastal communities rebuilt and
strengthened their defenses against future storms. The lessons learned
from the Great Hurricane of 1938 helped to improve hurricane forecasting
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and warning systems, and to develop building codes that better withstand
high winds and storm surges.

The Legacy of Sudden Sea

"Sudden Sea" is an important book that sheds light on one of the most
devastating natural disasters in American history. Through Rich's skillful
storytelling and meticulous research, readers gain a deep understanding of
the hurricane's impact on individuals, communities, and the nation as a
whole.

The book also serves as a reminder of the resilience of the human spirit.
Even in the face of unimaginable loss, people found a way to rebuild their
lives and to create a better future for themselves and their communities.



If you are interested in learning more about the Great Hurricane of 1938, I
highly recommend reading "Sudden Sea" by Adam Rich. It is a powerful
and moving account of a tragic event that forever changed the lives of
those who lived through it.

The Great Hurricane of 1938 was a devastating natural disaster that left an
enduring mark on New England and Long Island. The book "Sudden Sea"
by Adam Rich offers a gripping and informative account of this historical
event. Through its vivid storytelling and meticulous research, the book
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provides readers with a deep understanding of the hurricane's impact, the
resilience of the human spirit, and the legacy of this catastrophic storm.
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