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Pests, diseases, and weeds can be a major problem for gardeners. They
can damage plants, reduce yields, and even make it impossible to grow
certain crops. But there are steps you can take to protect your garden from
these threats.

Pests

There are many different types of pests that can attack plants, including
insects, rodents, and birds. Some of the most common pests include:

Aphids

Caterpillars

Grubs
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Slugs

Snails

Voles

There are a number of ways to control pests, including:

Using pesticides

Planting resistant varieties

Using companion planting

Encouraging beneficial insects

Handpicking pests

Diseases

Diseases are caused by fungi, bacteria, or viruses. They can spread
through the air, water, or soil. Some of the most common diseases include:

Powdery mildew

Downy mildew

Rust

Botrytis

Fusarium wilt

There are a number of ways to control diseases, including:

Using fungicides



Planting disease-resistant varieties

Practicing good sanitation

Watering plants at the base

Avoiding overhead watering

Weeds

Weeds are plants that grow where they are not wanted. They can compete
with crops for water, nutrients, and sunlight. Some of the most common
weeds include:

Dandelions

Crabgrass

Chickweed

Clover

Purslane

There are a number of ways to control weeds, including:

Using herbicides

Mowing

Mulching

Hand pulling

Solarization

Staying Safe



When working in the garden, it is important to take steps to stay safe. This
includes wearing protective clothing, using pesticides safely, and being
aware of the potential for allergic reactions. Here are a few tips for staying
safe in the garden:

Wear long sleeves, pants, and gloves when working in the garden.

Use sunscreen to protect your skin from the sun.

Read and follow the label directions when using pesticides.

Be aware of the potential for allergic reactions to plants and insects.

Wash your hands thoroughly after working in the garden.

Pests, diseases, and weeds can be a challenge for gardeners, but there
are steps you can take to protect your garden from these threats. By
following the tips in this article, you can keep your garden healthy and
productive.
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