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In the vast tapestry of Islamic history, the Ismailis stand as an enigmatic
and captivating sect, their beliefs and practices shrouding them in mystery.
The Historical Dictionary of the Ismailis, a seminal work by renowned
scholar Farhad Daftary, unveils this hidden world, providing an unparalleled
exploration of their history, culture, and traditions.

The Ismailis: A Distinct Branch of Islam

The Ismailis emerged as a distinct branch of Shi'a Islam in the 8th century
CE, tracing their lineage back to Isma'il ibn Ja'far, the eldest son of Imam
Ja'far al-Sadiq. Their unique beliefs, centered on the concept of a hidden
Imam, set them apart from the majority of Muslims.
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The Ismailis have played a pivotal role in Islamic history, establishing
powerful empires like the Fatimids in North Africa and the Assassins in
Persia. Their influence extended far beyond the Middle East, reaching as
far as India and Central Asia.

The Historical Dictionary: A Comprehensive Guide

The Historical Dictionary of the Ismailis is a comprehensive and
authoritative guide to this fascinating sect. With over 1,000 entries, it
provides detailed information on:

History: Key events,人物，和运动塑造了伊斯梅里的历史

Doctrine: The fundamental beliefs and practices that define Ismaili
theology

Leaders: The Imams, Dai's, and other prominent figures who guided
the Ismaili community

Culture: The rich artistic, literary, and intellectual traditions that
flourished within the Ismaili world

Glossary: A comprehensive glossary of Ismaili terminology, ensuring a
thorough understanding of key concepts

Unique Features and Contributions

Farhad Daftary's Historical Dictionary of the Ismailis sets itself apart
through several unique features:

Unprecedented Depth: The dictionary offers an unparalleled level of
detail, covering a vast array of topics related to the Ismailis



Scholarly Rigor: Based on extensive research and primary sources,
the dictionary presents accurate and reliable information

Inclusiveness: The dictionary encompasses all major branches of the
Ismailis, including the Nizari, Musta'li, and Bohra communities

Cross-Referencing: Extensive cross-referencing allows readers to
easily navigate the complex world of Ismaili history

Educational Value

The Historical Dictionary of the Ismailis is an invaluable resource for
scholars, students, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of this
enigmatic Muslim sect. It provides:

A Foundation for Research: The dictionary serves as a solid
foundation for further research on the Ismailis

Enhanced Understanding: It clarifies complex concepts and provides
a comprehensive overview of Ismaili history and culture

Dispelling Misconceptions: The dictionary challenges common
misconceptions and stereotypes surrounding the Ismailis

Promoting Tolerance: By fostering a better understanding of the
Ismailis, the dictionary promotes interfaith tolerance and dialogue

The Historical Dictionary of the Ismailis is an indispensable guide to the
history, culture, and beliefs of this fascinating Muslim sect. With its
comprehensive coverage, scholarly rigor, and educational value, it is a
must-read for anyone interested in exploring the hidden world of the
Ismailis.



Farhad Daftary's landmark work provides a profound insight into the
Ismailis, shedding light on one of the most enigmatic chapters of Islamic
history. It is an essential resource for unraveling the mysteries of this
ancient sect and its enduring legacy.
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