
Waikiki Tiki Art: A Journey Through
Polynesian Paradise
Immerse yourself in the captivating world of Waikiki tiki art, where
Polynesian aesthetics seamlessly blend with mid-century modern
design. This captivating article will take you on a journey through the
history, artists, and iconic landmarks that embody this enchanting art form.
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The Birth of Tiki Art

The origins of tiki art can be traced back to the ancient Polynesian islands,
where these wooden sculptures held sacred significance, representing
gods, ancestors, and protectors.
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In the mid-20th century, tiki culture experienced a revival in the United
States, particularly in the vibrant tourist destination of Waikiki, Hawaii.

Donn Beach and the Tiki Revival

Donn Beach, a flamboyant restaurateur and entrepreneur, played a pivotal
role in the tiki revival. His iconic Don the Beachcomber restaurant in Waikiki
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became a hub for Polynesian culture and tiki-themed decor.

Donn Beach

Beach commissioned talented artists to create large-scale tiki sculptures
and Polynesian-inspired artwork for his restaurants. These vibrant
creations became a symbol of the exotic and alluring atmosphere of
Waikiki.

Tiki Artists and Styles

Numerous talented artists contributed to the Waikiki tiki art movement.
Some notable names include:

Robert Van Bolt: Known for his whimsical and stylized tiki sculptures.
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Marvin Chomsky: A master woodcarver who created intricate and
expressive tiki carvings.

Kenneth Nakuha: A Hawaiian artist who infused traditional Polynesian
elements into his tiki creations.

These artists drew inspiration from a variety of sources, including ancient
Polynesian art, Art Deco design, and contemporary pop culture.

Tiki Landmarks in Waikiki

Waikiki is adorned with numerous iconic landmarks that showcase the
beauty of tiki art.

International Market Place: This bustling outdoor shopping mall
features an array of tiki sculptures and Polynesian-themed
architecture.

Duke Kahanamoku Statue: This larger-than-life bronze statue of the
legendary Hawaiian surfer is adorned with traditional tiki carvings.

Tiki's Grill & Bar: This popular restaurant is housed in a building
adorned with ornate tiki sculptures and Polynesian artwork.



These landmarks have become synonymous with the unique charm and
allure of Waikiki.

Collecting and Preserving Tiki Art

Today, tiki art remains a popular collectible, with enthusiasts worldwide
seeking out vintage pieces. Museums and galleries also exhibit and
preserve this important art form.
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Tiki Art Collection

Preservation efforts are crucial for ensuring the legacy of Waikiki tiki art for
future generations to appreciate.

Waikiki tiki art is a vibrant and captivating art form that has captured the
imagination of art enthusiasts, tourists, and collectors alike. Its blend of
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Polynesian aesthetics and mid-century modern design evokes a sense of
escapism and the allure of paradise.

Through its history, artists, and iconic landmarks, Waikiki tiki art serves as a
testament to the enduring power of creativity and the enduring appeal of
Polynesian culture.
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